Page 1 of 10

Newspaper Clips
November 8, 2014

Indian Express ND 08/11/2014 P-14




Page 2 of 10

Times Of India ND 08/11/2014 P-11




Page 3 of 10

Hindu ND 08/11/2014 P-12 p-12




Page 4 of 10

Times Of India ND 08/11/2014  P-17




Page 5 of 10

Times Of India ND 08/11/2014 P-19




Page 6 of 10

Links to the RSS and Smriti Irani: The new
gualifications required for NIT head?

http://www.firstpost.com/politics/what-is-smriti-iranis-idea-of-a-perfect-nit-head-a-man-with-an-rss-
background-1791863.html

So now it looks as though to make the government hear you above the crowd, all you need to do is to claim
association with the RSS -- and apparently Smriti Irani. After the government decided to look into a self-
confessed Sangh sympathizer's demand that I1Ts should have vegetarian canteens, the HRD ministry headed by
Smriti Irani has just appointed a man as the chairman of the Visvesvaraya National Institute of Technology
(VNIT) Nagpur, reportedly because of his RSS background and some kind of personal association with her.

According to a report on The Indian Express, days after Vishram Jamdar filed a job application with the HRD
ministry claiming that he is a 'RSS person’, he was declared the chairman of VNIT by the ministry. The report
suggests that Jamdar's appointment might have been given special importance as the recruitment of chairmen to
12 other NITs were in pipeline and that his application was the one that was fast-tracked.

Also, the ministry, for the purpose of filling up the vacancy had already shorlisted four names and forwarded it
to Irani, asking her to add her suggestions. Jamdar's name was not on that list. It was Irani who suggested the
name and he was later confirmed as the chairman of the institute.

The report adds that Irani had also briefly stayed at his residence in Nagpur while she was campaigning for
elections.

Vishram Jamdar. Image courtesy: VNIT website.

Jamdar is listed as the CEO of the Nagpur based Kinetic Gears, a manufacturing company established in 2001
with an annual turnover of Rs 50 lak to Rs 1 crore, as per its website.

The company manufactures heavy industrial equipment. He is also listed as the former regional president of
Laghu Udyog Bharati, a business network aimed at the welfare of MSMEs in India. His association with VNIT
will not be Jamdar's first outing in academia either - he is listed as the President of Dharmapeth, a Nagpur-based
science college.


http://www.firstpost.com/politics/what-is-smriti-iranis-idea-of-a-perfect-nit-head-a-man-with-an-rss-background-1791863.html
http://www.firstpost.com/politics/what-is-smriti-iranis-idea-of-a-perfect-nit-head-a-man-with-an-rss-background-1791863.html
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/calling-himself-rss-person-applicant-praises-irani-weeks-later-is-made-chief-of-nagpur-nit/
http://s1.firstpost.in/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/vishram-jamdar.jpg
http://kineticgears.in/about/

Page 7 of 10

The website of VNIT shows that Jamdar is an alumnus of the institution and had graduated from the college in
1972 with a degree in metallurgy.

The institute website notes: "His association with the Industry started way back in 1972 and had worked with
more than 40 industries till now. To mention the few, he was directly associated with 1SO Certified industries
namely, M/s. kinetic Gears, M/s. Garuda Yantra Nirmitee Pvt. Ltd., M/s. Mahalasa Enterprises Pvt. Ltd., M/s.
HTW Industries, M/s. KG Transmission etc. The industrial exposure broadened the technical horizon which
resulted in rolling out the cost effective industrial products."

The account of his education an experience suggests that Jamdar perhaps is a fitting contender of the post, just
like the rest of the people nominated for the job. However, what is disturbing is the fact that Jamdar chose to
cite his political affiliation - that ideally should have had nothing to do with leading an educational institution -
as one of the reasons that he is perfect for the position. His clearly close affiliation with Irani, also hints at a
strong possibility of favouritism.

The IE report says that Jamdar explained how despite being a staunch RSS believer, he was allowed to continue
as a member of the governing body of the same university in the past when the Congress was in power. One
should notice here, how cleverly Jamdar sneaked in the fact that he was a RSS follower while staking his claim
to the position of chairman. Jamdar also admits to have met Irani several times too. He tells IE, "I met her a few
times during any BJP meet."

If indeed Jamdar got the job because of his RSS connections it would mark yet another instance of the
organisation seeking to interfere in the Indian education system. While the RSS has cried itself hoarse over the
'distortions' in school and college curriculum, which distances Indian students from knowledge of Hinduism, a
report on Mint suggests that they might be working out a strategy to rectify that. A report published on 30
October states that several leaders from the education wing of the RSS met HRD minister Smriti Irani. A BJP
leader quoted in the report said, "There is need for a better coordination between the government and the RSS
and it was felt that regular meetings should be held so that representatives of the government are made aware of
concerns of organizations affiliated to the RSS."

Another report published in July in Business Standard said, "Given Human Resource Development (HRD)
Minister Smriti Irani's lack of understanding of the Sangh Parivar's functioning, RSS is adopting a wait-and-
watch policy. Irani, meanwhile, has managed to establish a good rapport with some senior RSS leaders, but a
section of the organisation still has reservations about her credentials to occupy the important HRD portfolio."”

But even if it isn't the cleverly sneaked in RSS affiliation that is in play here, there is still the matter of Smriti
Irani's personal relationship with Jamdar.

Given PM Modi's careful efforts to wipe out nepotism and break possible family dynasties - often ensuring in
many cases that members of the same family do not get tickets to contest, this move runs contrary to all of that.
Will she end up being the weak link in Modi's plan to avoid a repeat of UPA style favouritism?


http://www.vnit.ac.in/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=719&Itemid=68
http://www.rediff.com/news/report/dinanath-batra-inclusion-of-the-vedas-in-textbooks-wont-saffronise-education/20140604.htm
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/fgFWdoyZdK1cyQny0TXiTO/Smriti-Irani-meets-heads-of-RSS-education-wings.html?utm_source=copy
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/fgFWdoyZdK1cyQny0TXiTO/Smriti-Irani-meets-heads-of-RSS-education-wings.html?utm_source=copy
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/sangh-sets-up-panel-to-push-saffronisation-of-education-114072601164_1.html
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Credit transfer between institutions coming

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/the-government-of-india-soon-to-announce-scheme-for-credit-
transfer-between-institutions/1/399677.html

Currently the Indian education system lacks a system wherein credit can be transferred between institutions as it
would help the students who switch between the courses of different institutes amidst a going on session. This
would reduce the number of students who are forced to take a break in their education due to these kinds of
unforeseen circumstances. This is the reason that the government of India is going to announce a scheme for
credit transfer among institutes on November 11, 2014. The students from class 1X to Post Graduation level
would be covered under this scheme and if the response for this scheme is good and positive, it would be further
extended to Ph.D courses.

During the India Economic Summit, which was organised by the World Economic Forum and the
Confederation of Indian Industry in Delhi, Union Minister of Human Resource Department (MHRD) Smriti
Zubin Irani while speaking on the topic "Which Comes First: Employment or Employ-ability?", Conveyed a
statement that education is not a challenge but an opportunity.

According to her there is a need to reawaken the teaching profession and bring back the respect that this
profession once had.

She also talked about the Prime Minister's initiative that he took on teacher's day to reach out to students which

was another step in the same direction. This initiative is thought to be encouraging more and more young people
to turn to choose the teaching profession as a career option.

‘Review education policy, Universities have gone



http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/the-government-of-india-soon-to-announce-scheme-for-credit-transfer-between-institutions/1/399677.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/the-government-of-india-soon-to-announce-scheme-for-credit-transfer-between-institutions/1/399677.html
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http://www.deccanchronicle.com/141108/nation-current-affairs/article/%E2%80%98review-education-policy-
universities-have-gone-dud%E2%80%99-says-ex

SRO Former Chairman, G. Madhavan Nair and Dr E D Jemmis (11ISC Bangalore) in an interaction with students
at Malayalam University Campus in Tirur on Thursday. G.Madhavan Nair inaugurated the 24th Swadeshi
Science Congress in a glittering ceremony on Thursday (Photo: Deccan Chronicle)

TIRUR: Former Director of Indian Institute of Science (11Sc) Bangalore and eminent Professor of molecular
biophysics, P Balaram has called upon to review the National education policy which came into existence some
25 years ago. Speaking at the panel discussion on ‘The role of universities in science and technology research’,
at the second day of the 24th Swadeshi Science Congress, jointly organized by the Malayalam University and
Swadeshi Science Movement at the Varsity’s Tirur campus, he flayed that no innovative programmes are
coming out of the universities, which had been bestowed with the autonomous status.

“While pondering over the problems in higher education sector we are talking about language issue and colonial
mindset which is irrelevant. There are many fundamental issues in teaching and education which we did not
address. No amendment on education laws were passed in the country in the last 25 years. It is unlikely to
change the situation in the next 10 years,” he lambasted. Prof Balaram opined that the powerful bureaucratic
lobby was always singing a different tune when it comes to the issue of modification of the policy. Talking
about the renowned Indian Physicist Prof G.N. Ramachandran, he said that both Kerala and Tamil Nadu
governments had forgotten the great scientist.

Malayalam University Vice Chancellor, Dr K. Jayakumar noted that in the name of democracy we have
inducted ‘generalists’in Universities among academicians. “But what happened was generalist is trying to do
the work of academician and academician is trying to get into the shoes of generalist,” he said. He rued that now
a days, research work is only for obtaining phd certificate.

Dr C Vijayan (IIT Chennai) felt that Universities should be left to academia and not put in public domain. “We
should gather information and knowledge from various sources. But internalizing that information is
paramount,” he observed. Dr N.B. Narasimha Prasad (Centre for Water Resources Development and
Management, Kozhikode) also spoke.

New panel to review AICTE performance

Adarsh Jain,TNN | Nov 7, 2014, 09.45 AM IST

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/coimbatore/New-panel-to-review-AICTE-
performance/articleshow/45065549.cms

COIMBATORE: Union ministry of human resource and development has formed a review committee to analyse and
restructure the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE). The order states that with increasing number of private
technical institutions, AICTE norms are being flouted by many.

"A lot of private institutions have come up in the technical education sector and there is a growing trend of
commercialization. The laid down norms and standards of education are not fully implemented," said the order issued
by the MHRD on October 22. To address the issue, MHRD has constituted a committee of four members with M K Kaw,
former secretary to MHRD, as the chairman and A K Agarwal, vice- chancellor, Gujarat Technological University, U B
Desai, director, lIT- Hyderabad and Ashok Jhunjhunwala, professor, [IT-Madras, as members of the committee.

The committee will analyse present state of the AICTE and suggest recommendations to improve the status of technical
education. "The committee is also allowed to suggest amendments to the AICTE Act, 1987, and rules and regulations
made under it," said the order. Any institution that offers courses/programmes in education, research and training in
engineering, technology, architecture, town planning, management, pharmacy, applied arts and crafts and other related
courses come under technical education.


http://www.deccanchronicle.com/141108/nation-current-affairs/article/%E2%80%98review-education-policy-universities-have-gone-dud%E2%80%99-says-ex
http://www.deccanchronicle.com/141108/nation-current-affairs/article/%E2%80%98review-education-policy-universities-have-gone-dud%E2%80%99-says-ex
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/coimbatore/New-panel-to-review-AICTE-performance/articleshow/45065549.cms
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The four-member committee has been asked to review 15 major aspects of the AICTE. The most important is to audit
the present method of monitoring standards of education in technical institutions. The committee will also audit
performance of regional offices of the AICTE in monitoring the standards of technical education.

The review committee will also analyse the system of accreditation. It will look into the present norms and suggest ways
to strengthen it. The ministry has also asked the committee to submit its views on mandatory accreditation and
challenges of implementing its norms.

Research and innovation in technical institutions is another important sector that the ministry has sought the committee
to review. The number of research projects in technical institutions and academic performance of students, staff of
AICTE, faculty members of technical institutions and their performance are some of the other aspect that the committee
will analyse.

The committee has been given six months to submit its report. The committee is expected to submit the report in April
2015.

Australian varsity to partner with Mumbal univ to
promote research

Hindustan Times (Mumbai)

MUMBAI: In a bid to develop research initiatives in India and extend its educational reach within the country
and the rest of south Asia, Deakin University, Australia, will partner with University of Mumbai.

“We want to create an amicable environment, both educationally and culturally, for students. Our plan is to
focus on research in India. We have narrowed down on seven to eight key partners, who can assist us in our
goals — one of them is the University of Mumbai,” said professor Jane den Hollander, vice-chancellor, Deakin
University.

“Through this partnership, we intend to focus on joint and collaborative research projects that will enable
mobility of students,” said Naresh Chandra, vice-chancellor, University of Mumbai.

In the coming months, Deakin University also plans to extend its tie-up with 1IT-Bombay to promote research
and education in both the countries.

During Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott’s two-day visit in September this year, the university had signed
a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the University of Mumbai.

A New Colombo Plan was also launched to enhance and encourage student mobility between the two countries.
They already have eight PhD students working under different projects in the field of biotechnology.



